St. Alban’s Garden of Pollinators
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t. Alban the Martyr
Anglican Church in
Acton has a pollinator
garden thanks to
Pam Sheldon, a member
of the church’s Greening
4 God committee, who a
few years ago applied for a
Takla Foundation grant with
the help of Credit Valley
Conservation’s Greening
Corporate Grounds initiative,
and was awarded $10,000.
Creating the garden began
in 2020 when Ben Rowley and
Noah Varju of Hometown
Landscapes Construction
in Acton, carved out the
beds across the southern and
western edges of the church.
Church members joined them
in planting and watering
native pollinator varieties. A
few birds and butterflies have
been spotted in the garden.
In 2021, the second
year, Milton’s Sean James
Consulting & Design’s team
designed and added a rain
garden to direct water away
from the basement into
two stone-filled channels
with native plants.

“These two local companies
did wonderful work for our
project,” notes Pam. “The
goal of our work was to
honour all God’s creatures
and to build the gardens in an
environmentally positive way,
hence, the rain gardens and
all natives. All God’s creatures
include all living things, birds,
bees, butterflies, beneficial
insects, plants, and trees. Our
second goal was to reach out
to the community with a
restful place to walk by, sit on
our benches and just take in
the peaceful surroundings.”

This year Pam hopes to
add a bench carved from
a tree and a seed library
to share with the public.

With files from
Gayle Withers-Miller.

APlantig egins in the gaden.

A finished bed, planted and mulched.
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A Asmall bench
welcomes visitors to sit
near the birdbath and
birdhouses.

; < Assign reads “All God’s

Creatures” near a vine-covered

{ trellis.



A Davis nders, left, and Dalton Poelmann, both part of Sean James
Consulting’s team, at work in a large bed.

v Taking a break from gardening,
Gayle Withers-Miller, left,
and Pam Sheldon.

“GardensOpen in 2022

Folmer Touring Gardens,
Garden Centre & Gift Shop
2668 Hwy 9, Walkerton
April 1 - Christmas
Open daily 9-5; Sunday 10-4.
30sacre tour gardens, destination Garden
yCentre, Gift Shop-and Greenhouse
www.folmergardens.com
Grimsby Garden Tour 4
July 16, 10am -~ 4pm N
Self-guidedtour of 10 beau‘hful‘@nmsb;‘
home gardens. Tickets $20. Avai
. Coles Garden Centre or Eventbriteithi
Fgrimsbygardenclub.ca
' grlmsbygardens@gmall com

Tour Rutal Gardens : .

of Grey & Bruce Counties

May 1 - Sept 30 Open, self-guided tours
19 individual gardens.

Details at www.ruralgardens.ca

Willow Farm Grasses

597326 Grey Rd. 29, Bognor

May15 - Thanksgiving. Open Thurs.-Sun.
9am-5pm or by chance/appointment
Grasses, Native plants, Tour Gardens -
willowfarmgrasses@gmail.com »
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Enjoy the Magic
of the Country

175 King St.
Terra Cotta
905.873.2223
1-800-520-0920

www.cotta.ca

FARMERS’
MARKET

Every Thursday
from June 2nd to
October 6th.
4:00pm to 7:00pm.
Outside the Acton
Town Hall Centre 3
19 Willow St. North, B
Acton, L7J 1Z6 ;
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Halton Hills’ Largest
One Day Festival!

= Sunday, August 14th,
11:00am to 5:00pm.
Mill Street East,

Acton, ON.
Presented by
the Downtown L
Acton BIA 4 i E
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